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My schooling was at Our Lady of Sion College, Box Hill. After two years as a tax clerk in 
the Public Service, at the Elizabeth Street Post Office in Melbourne, I joined the Sisters of 
Our Lady of Sion at the novitiate in Sale and am a member to this day. After completing my 
B.A.at Melbourne University  in 1970, with majors in Ancient Middle Eastern Studies 
(Biblical Studies) and Modern History, I undertook two years of primary teacher training, and 
gave piano lessons as well, at Our Lady of Sion, College, Sale....  
 
At the end of this period, I was moved to Jerusalem, and began my studies in modern Hebrew 
in the One Year Program at the Hebrew University as a visiting student.  
 
After a year and a half in England, I completed a Post Graduate Diploma of Librarianship at 
the North London Polytechnic, and returned to Jerusalem to run the specialised Judaica 
library at ‘Ratisbonne’, located in Rehov Schmuel Hanagid, in the Rehavia  for four and a 
half years, while tutoring in Hebrew and giving occasional lectures in Jewish liturgy or on 
rabbinical texts. I continued to study under Pierre Lenhardt (NDS), before attempting 
rabbinical courses at the Hebrew University. My studies were  in  Jewish philosophy of the 
Second Temple Period at Masters Level, with seminars taught by David Rosenthal, Jonah  
Fraenkel, Michael Stone and Samuel Safai, among others. During my more than nine years in 
Israel, I helped in the guest house at Notre Dame de Sion, Ein Karem and also at 
“Ratisbonne” and “Ecce Homo”. 
 
 On returning to Australia, my first job was the compilation of the first edition of AULOTS 
(Australasian Union List of  Serials in Theological Collections) with Hans Arns, while 
working at the seminary library in Manly. In July 4th 1983, at the invitation of Professor Alan 
Crown, I began work in the Archive of Australian Judaica. It was meant to be a temporary 
position for a few months, but has continued. In the meantime, I continued to study, further 
improving my modern Hebrew literature and grammar, and completed an M Phil (Succoth 
(3000 BCE to 500 CE) and a Ph.D (the Separation of Early Christianity from Judaism) at 
Sydney University as well as a Bachelor of Divinity with the Melbourne College of Divinity 
(specialising in New Testament). I also learnt some Yiddish with Dr Jennifer Dowling.  I 
have been active in the New South Wales Council of Christians and Jews since 1990, and am 
the national secretary of the Australian Council of Christians and Jews. I am also the treasurer 
and secretary of the Australian Association of Jewish Studies. I enjoy classical music, travel, 
photography, reading, gardening, craft work, cooking, and nature.  
 
 



 

 

Marianne Dacy 
Archive of Australian Judaica 

C/-Rare Books 
Fisher Library 

University of Sydney 2006 Tel: 61 02 9351 4162  Fax: 61 2 9351 7765. 
email: mdacy@library.usyd.edu.au 
http://judaica.library.usyd.edu.au/ 

2
PUBLICATIONS 
Jewish and Christian Liturgy 
‘Christmas Customs and Traditions’, Christian Jewish Scene, December 1991, 4–5. 
‘Sukkot and Christianity’, Christian Jewish Scene, August 1992, 4–5. 
‘Sukkot in the Late Second Temple Period’, Australian Journal of Jewish Studies. December, 
1992, 104–127. 
‘Repentance in Christianity. Repentance in Judaism’, Christian Jewish Scene. October 1995, 
4–5. 
‘An Overview of Passover and Easter’, Christian and Jewish Scene, March 1997, 6–7.  
 
Jewish/Christian Relations 
Articles in publications of the Council of Christians and Jews: Gesher and Christian and 
Jewish Scene, Catholic Weekly, Catholic Life and National Outlook (from 1991), 
Editor of  
 Pathways to Understanding: A Handbook in Christian/Jewish Relations. Melbourne 
(Victorian Council of Churches), 1994, 166pp. 
‘I am not a Philo-Semite’, Generation, October 1997, 63–66. 
 ‘The Passover Controversy’, Australian Journal of Jewish Studies. v.9, nos 1 & 2 (1995), 
87–103. 
‘Jews and Christians in Alexandria’, Australian Journal of Jewish Studies. v. 10 nos 1&2, 
1996, 78–93. 
 ‘Is James the Just the Teacher of Righteousness?’ Australian Journal of Jewish Studies, v 12, 
1998, 6–24. 
‘The Epistle of Barnabas and the Dead Sea Scrolls’, in The Dead Sea Scrolls: Fifty Years 
after Their Discovery 1947-1997. Proceedings of the Jerusalem Congress, July 20-25, 1997, 
eds Lawrence H. Schiffman, Emanuel Tov, and James C. VanderKam, 139-47. Jerusalem: 
Israel Exploration Society in cooperation with the Shrine of the Book, Israel Museum, 2000. 
The Separation of Early Christianity from Judaism. Ph. D. thesis (University of Sydney 
2001) 
Chapter entitled ‘Parting of the Ways’ for the book Christian Jewish Relations edited by 
Maurice Ryan for the Australian Catholic University. Published in June 2004. 
 
‘The Parting of the Ways between Judaism and Early Christianity’ in Anafim: Proceedings of 
the Australasian Jewish Studies Forum Held at Mandelbaum House, University of Sydney 
8─9 February 2004, Compiled by Suzanne Faigan.  Mandelbaum Studies in Judaica No. 12 
(Sydney, Mandelbaum Publishing, 2006), 93─110. 
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Jewish Studies 
 
‘Jewish Prayer in the First Century’, Australian Journal of Jewish Studies, v 11, 1997, 6–15. 
‘The Divine Name in Benedictions from Qumran’, Australian Journal of Jewish Studies, 
v.15, 2001.  ‘The Jews in the Theodotian Code’, v.16, 2002. ‘Paradise Lost: the Fallen 
Angels in the Book of Enoch’, v. 17, 2003. 
 
Co-editor with Jennifer Dowling and Suzanne Faigan of Feasts and Fasts: Festschrift in 
Honour of Alan David Crown (Sydney, Mandelbaum Publishing, 2005 plus chapter ‘Minim 
ion the Talmud’. 
 
Australian Jewry 
 
Several articles on the Australian Jewish Press and the Archive of Australian Judaica, a 
bulletin and a descriptive catalogue since 1985, and an index plus introduction: Early 
Australian Zionism: An Annotated Index of Records in the Central Zionist Archives, 
Jerusalem (I &II), 1993, 50pp. and 67pp. (2000).  
 
1983-2003+ From August 1983, a bulletin which is published about twice a year. Entitled 
  Casual Bulletin. Archive of Australian Judaica. Early issues written by Alan 

Crown, and now continued by Marianne Dacy. 
 
1984  Marianne Dacy, "Archive of Australian Judaica. Australia/Israel Review.  vol. 9, 

no. 14, 2-15 Aug. 1984. Marianne Dacy, "Archive of Australian Judaica." 
Archives and Manuscripts. vol.12, no. 2, Nov. 1984. 

 
1985+  From 1985 till 1997 a catalogue of the holdings of the Archive was published 

regularly and is now updated on the web, although printed copies are still issued 
from time to time. The last was in June 2004. 

  Monograph no. 1, 3–8, 10–13 Archive of Australian Judaica, Holdings to. Edited 
by Jennifer Alison, Alan Crown, Marianne Dacy, and Neil Radford. 1985-2003) 

   
1986  Marianne Dacy. (Author) Jennifer Alison, Alan Crown, and Neil Radford 

(Editors). Monograph no. 2. Periodical Publications from the Australian Jewish 
Community. 169 pp. 

 
1988  Marianne Dacy. "The Jewish Press; try and try again." The Australian Jewish 

Times, June 10th, 1988, p.24-5. 
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1993   Monograph no. 9. Early Australian Zionism. An Annotated Index of Records in 

the Central Zionist Archives, Jerusalem  Compiled with an introduction by 
Marianne Dacy. General Editors: A. D. Crown and  N. A. Radford. 

 
1994  Marianne Dacy, "The Archive of Australian Judaica at the University of Sydney." 

[in the Volume devoted to the history of the Jewish people of the Eleventh World 
Congress of Jewish Studies] 

 
  Marianne Dacy "The Archive of Australian Judaica- after Ten Years" November 

issue of the Journal of the Australian Jewish Historical Society, v.12, part 3. 
 
1995   Marianne Dacy "Unusual Collections," in So Great a Cloud of Witnesses.   

Libraries and Theologies. Festschrift in honour of Lawrence D. McIntosh. 
Edited by Philip Harvey and Lynn Pryor. Melbourne (Published jointly by the 
Uniting Church Theological Hall and the Australian and New Zealand 
Theological Library Association), 1995, pp. 59-69.1997  "I am not a 
Philosemite." Generation. Australian Jewish Life and Thought. v.6 no 4, Oct 
1997: 63-66.  
 

 
2000 Monograph no.  12. Early Australian Zionism. An Annotated Index of Records  in the 

Central Zionist Archives, Jerusalem. Compiled with an introduction by Marianne 
Dacy. Part 2.  General Editors A. D. Crown and John Shipp. 

 

2004   (co author with Yehuda Feher) “Percy Marks: A Jewish Renaissance Man”  . 
 Journal of the Australian Jewish Historical Society, Vol XVI: 2, 2002, 191-
 226. 
 
 Bibliography 
 
Australasian Union List of Serials in Theological Collections. Sydney, National Catholic 
Research Council, 1983, 182p.  
Periodical Publications from the Australian Jewish Community. University of Sydney, 1986, 
161pp  
Contributed to a Bibliography of Australian Judaica, University of Sydney, Mandelbaum 
Trust.  
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1987  A Bibliography of Australian Judaica. Compiled by Serge Liberman. Edited and 

Indexed by Joy Ruth Young. Sydney (Mandelbaum Trust, University of Sydney). This 
edition incorporated: Periodical Publications from the Australian Jewish Community. 

 
1991 A Bibliography of Australian Judaica. Compiled by Serge Liberman. Edited by Laura 

Gallou. Sydney (The Mandelbaum Trust and the University of Sydney Library). 
Preparing this to go ‘online’. 

 
2001 A second edition of: Monograph no. 2: Periodical Publications from the Australian 

Jewish Community put online  as a zipfile on my webpage for the Archive of 
Australian Judaica.  

 
2005   A third edition of: Monograph no. 2: Periodical Publications from the Australian Jewish 

Community put online as an adobe acrobat file on my webpage for the Archive of 
Australian Judaica.   

 
2006   A fourth edition of: Monograph no. 2: Periodical Publications from the Australian 

Jewish Community put online as an adobe acrobat file on my webpage for the Archive of 
Australian Judaica. 

 
2007   A fifth edition of: Monograph no. 2: Periodical Publications from the Australian Jewish 

Community put online as an adobe acrobat file on my webpage for the Archive of 
Australian Judaica. 

 
Plans for Future Publications 
 

• A series of six short booklets (illustrated) on the Jewish and Christian feasts, based on 
patristic and Jewish sources, designed for teachers of religion, in Australia and 
overseas, as they are designed to be of universal interest, plus another  series of  
booklets on Jewish and Christian Prayer (in progress).  

 
• A book on Sabbath and Sunday (in progress). 

 
• Articles on current Jewish Christian relations (in print and on web) and on Sho’ah 

related topics. 
 

• Rewriting of PhD. thesis for publication (as a book or two books), plus M. Phil thesis 
on Succoth. 3000 BCE  ─500CE.  
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• My Ph.D.  thesis: “The Separation of Early Christianity from Judaism” is  available 

as a pdf file  at:  http://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/handle/2123/837. 
 

http://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/handle/2123/837
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